CHAPTER XVII

GIULIO (CLEMENT vn)

Born 1478, (Pope 1523-1534) Died 1534
(2) THE LAST SEVEN YEARS OF HIS PONTIFICATE

THAT Florence should revolt from him, and for a third time
banish his family, is said to have been more intolerable to
Clement VII than even the sack of Rome and all his other
misfortunes. It was a severe blow to his long-cherished scheme,
To his former plans there was now added the desire for venge-
ance. Meanwhile Florence was jubilant; she had reasserted
her independence, and had good grounds for hoping to main-
tain it. Stronger as a state ihan Rome, the only thing she had
to fear was the Pope's gaining allies, and in the condition to
which Clement had brought his affairs this seemed highly im-
probable. The Emperor's animosity had been thoroughly
roused, and he and the Pope seemed now too hopelessly
estranged to be ever likely to reunite. Francis I was Florence's
ally; and besides this, had, in his contest with Charles, other
work for his troops than to employ them on Clement's behalf
in the latter's private quarrel with Florence. Henry VIII was
also Florence's ally, and incensed against Clement for his
evasive replies in the matter of his divorce. Genoa, Venice, and
Ferrara were all allied with Florence; while the smaller
states were nearly all at enmity with Clement for one cause
or another. Lastly, he himself was a fugitive, plundered of
everything, and in a destitute condition.

But the Florentines, notwithstanding their long knowledge
of him who has been called "the master of craft," had not
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